
THE HISTORY OF THE FREDERICA FLAGS

Frederica Golf Club’s insignia is the crossed flags of Great Britain and Scotland and
is reflective of the property’s early European history. Soon after General James Edward
Oglethorpe founded the colony of Georgia at Savannah in 1733, he began looking for
strategic points south of the new settlement to be fortified as protection against the
Spanish in Florida.

Sailing south along the Georgia coast, he chose St. Simons Island. In 1736
Oglethorpe established the town of Frederica, named for King George II's only son,
Frederick, and began building Fort Frederica. During the next few years the fort became
the hub of British military operations along the Georgia frontier. The bold blue, white and
red colors of the British Union Jack flew atop Fort Frederica from its commanding
position overlooking the Frederica River.

When the Spanish sailed north from St. Augustine to destroy Frederica in 1742,
Oglethorpe's troops were too far outnumbered to successfully defend the young
settlement. To augment his forces, the general supplemented his regulars with Indians,
militia and Scottish Highlanders. The Highlanders, who were skilled and fierce fighters,
had lost their lands in Scotland as retaliation for their role in the Jacobite Rebellion.
Looking for a new life in the new world, they had founded Darien in 1736, just north of St.
Simons Island. Darien can be seen at the horizon across the marsh from the 14th hole.
With the Highlanders' help, Oglethorpe defeated the Spanish at the Battle of Bloody Marsh
on the eastern edge of St. Simons in 1742, and decisively ending the Spanish threat to
Georgia. At that time, the flag of the Highlanders' native Scotland was the azure blue and
white of St. Andrews' Cross.

Together, these two flags represent the rich history of the extraordinary bit of
coastal Georgia known today as Frederica Golf Club.


